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The school library provides information and ideas that are 
fundamental to functioning successfully in today's information and 
knowledge based society. The school library equips students with 
life long learning skills and develops the imagination, enabling 
them to live as responsible citizen. 
A school library is a library that serves the students, faculty, 
staff and parents of a public or private school. These libraries are 
sometime referred to as library media centers. 
School libraries are similar to public libraries in that they 
contain books, films, recorded sound, periodicals, and other media. 
These items are not only for the enjoyment and entertainment of the 
patrons, but to enhance and expand the school's curriculum. In 
addition, in school libraries, students receive explicit instructionson 
library and research skills. 
A school library is space. 
It is space planned to properly store, retrieve and circulate 
the many materials which are the necessary library tools of an 
effective educational program. Space is needed for an entire 
class, for a small group, or for a single student to browse, read 
or work by himself. Space is necessary to help create the 
friendly, helpful, pleasant climate that will both attract patrons to 
the facility and be conducive to a healthy study and browsing 
environment. 
A school library is material. 
Not only books, pamphlets, clippings and other printed 
material are found in the library, but also pictures, films, 
records, maps, tapes, and all the other tools necessary to satisfy 
the educational needs and personal interests of today's children 
and their teachers. A library must lead in the selection of the 
materials, and then organize, catalog, shelve, file, display and 
advertise these items in such a manner that patrons are aware of 
them, and so that they may be easily retrieved, circulated and 
returned. The administrative metliods used to accomplish this task 
must be those recognized by the profession as being good library 
practice. This is necessary to maintain a high degree of uniformity 
between various school libraries, so that children, moving from 
one system to another, or advancing to higher levels of education, 
will experience no great difficulty in using the facilities. 
A school library is service 
For itself alone, there is no reason for a library to exist. Its 
value lies in the unique services it provides, and its materials, 
facilities and personnel can be justified only through the 
contributions of these services to the educational program of the 
school. Besides the storage and circulation of its material, the 
library is able to perform other services which are demanded by the 
school system. Though these will vary to some extent between 
schools since demands may be somewhat different, there are 
services that are common to all libraries: 
1. Perhaps the most important service is reading guidance. The 
professional librarian uses his knowledge of materials, of the 
individual child's interests and abilities, of the school curriculum, 
and of individual teacher's methods and philosophies to help 
children in the selection of materials for their work, special 
interests, leisure reading and, occasionally, to help solve a personal 
problem. 
2. The library also provides resource services for the children and 
faculty. It provides needed material of all types from its own 
collection or from outside sources, when necessary, to any 
individual or area in the school. In many systems, the librarian 
also provides and assists with necessary hardware to provide sound, 
lighting, photography or other special materials when and where it 
is needed. The library assists the teachers in the selection and 
preparation of their own materials, either for classroom work or 
for their own personal interests or professional growth, and assists 
with in-service training programs and curriculum materials and 
their administration, and in plant and equipment development and 
improvement. Contributions are made through the library publicity 
program that assist in maintaining the school in a good public 
image, and the specialized knowledge of the librarian is utilized in 
the formulation of policies and in establishing procedures. 
There are many other services that can be performed by the 
experienced librarian who makes himself aware of the problems of 
the school. These may range from assisting a teacher with the 
construction of a bulletin board to locating a pen pal for a little girl. 
The complete range of services that a library can provide is 
dependent upon the need of the particular school and the adequacy 
of library staffing. 
The school library is an instructional center 
While a library does have some subject matter of its own, 
such as the use of the card catalog, its teaching responsibilities 
should not be limited to these, for there are many other areas 
from the school curriculum that can probably be taught more 
efficiently in the atmosphere of the library than in the classroom. 
Such areas as reference skills, techniques of reporting and 
literature are examples. The materials needed for the work are 
readily available, a trained person is available either to offer the 
instruction or to assist the teacher with the work, and often the 
change from classroom to the library is relaxing and the work less 
arduous, especially for the child who may have little interest in 
formal school work. 
Because the work of the library as an instructional center 
involves subject matter required or desirable in all other areas of the 
school, it is vitally necessary for the librarian, staff and 
administrator to work together in developing the teaching content 
for the library's share in the instructional program of the school, 
and the actual instruction must involve both the teacher and the 
librarian in order to attain maximum effectiveness. 
The School library is personnel 
Personnel includes the classified help but the most important 
personnel factor is the professional librarian who is responsible for 
the administration and success of the library program. He must be 
thoroughly trained in the fields of library science and curriculum 
materials, besides possessing a history of successful classroom 
teaching experience. He is able to use this training and experience 
to implement all the other areas of the library. Where a library 
personnel is inadequate, either in training or experience, or in the 
number of trained persons, the library program cannot operate at a 
high level of efficiency and make the contributions to the school 
program which justify its existence. 
The professional librarian provides some services as a 
specialized resource person which are not an actual part of the 
library program. He may be called upon to preS<i« '^t his part of 
the school program to the public, to civic groups or professional 
organizations. He will be called upon to assist the administration 
and governing board in reaching decisions which involve his area or 
related areas, and will represent the school at meetings and other 
activities at all professional levels. Through suggestions and other 
means, he brings to the attention of the staff current articles and 
materials which help keep them informed, and he assists with 
professional recruitment. 
The role of the library in School Education 
In fact the realization of the role that the school library can 
play in moulding the attitudes, personality and character has been 
realized in the writings and sp[speeches of eminent educationists 
and has been often quoted by writers. The school library has been 
described as: 
"The heart that pumps out red blood^^in the school. The school 
library is the^^power house" of the school. 
"The school library is the soul, the core, the pivot around 
which academic life in the school revolves". 
-B. R. Despande, (Educationlist) 
DEFINITIONS 
According to J.Leith Wilson: 
School library means for the child, a new world of spiritual 
and cultural adventure: it means for the teachers unlimited increase 
in resources and parts, it means for the school- a new atmosphere of 
learning, a vision of things intellectual. It means for the home -
elements of common interest and the development of the habit of 
reading for its aesthetic value alone, it means for the public library-
a growing clientele of intelligent patrons for unless the habit of 
reading is inculcated in the child at schools, there would be little or 
no demand on the part of the aduhs for a public library". 
According to B.S Kesavan:-
"The school library is the most strategic point in an institution 
as- it compensates for poor or bad teaching". 
According to Ranganathan-
"The library is the heart of the school, from which every 
activity in school radiates and by which it all gets irradiated. The 
library should literally and figuratively be the hub of every 
educational institution and the librarian should be a guide 
philosopher and friend of all its inhabitants". 
OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
As an active force in the process of education the aims objectives 
of the school library have been outlined in the following points: 
1. To help the child acquire- reading habit and self study habit 
2. To develop in pupil the ability to learn from books without a 
teacher i.e., promote self reading. 
3. To break down the rigid divisions which the school time table 
often creates between different "subjects" or courses of study. 
4. To give civic and social training for understanding principles 
5. To supply teachers with materials needed in Teaching work 
and for their own professional growth. 
6. To serve as a stepping stone to the use of all public library 
resources. 
7. To create a life long liking and longing for new knowledge 
8. To re-emphases the pedagogical principles of self education at 
individual level, interest and abilities. 
9. To help an individual to realize the full potentialities of his 
personality 
10. To contribute to the fulfillment of the educational aims of the 
school. 
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THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
The school library offers learning services, books and 
resources that enable all members of the school community to 
become critical thinkers and effective users of information in all 
formats and media. School Libraries link to the wider library and 
information netw^ork in accord with the principles in the UNESCO 
Public Library Manifesto. 
1. The library staff support the use of books and other 
information sources, ranging from the fictional to the 
documentary, from print to electronic, both on-site and 
remote. The materials complement and enrich textbooks, 
teaching materials and methodologies. 
2. It has been demonstrated that, when librarians and teachers 
work together, students achieve higher levels of literacy, 
reading, learning, problem-solving and information and 
communication technology skills. 
3. School library services must be provided equally to all 
members of the school community, regardless of age, race. 
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gender, religion, nationality, language, professional or social 
status. Specific services and materials must be provided for 
those who are unable to use mainstream library services and 
materials. 
4. Access to services and collections should be based on the 
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
Freedoms, and should not be subject to any form of 
ideological, political or religious censorship, or to commercial 
pressures. 
GOALS OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
The school library is integral to the educational process. 
The following are essential to the development of literacy, 
information literacy, teaching, learning and culture and are core 
school library services: 
> Supporting and enhancing educational goals as outlined in 
the school's mission and curriculum; 
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> Developing and sustaining in children the habit and 
enjoyment of reading and learning, and the use of libraries 
throughout their lives; 
> Offering opportunities for experiences in creating and using 
information for knowledge, understanding, imagination and 
enjoyment; 
> Supporting all students in learning and practicing skills for 
evaluating and using information, regardless of form, format 
or medium, including sensitivity to the modes of 
communication within the community; 
> Providing access to local, regional, national and global 
resources and opportunities that expose learners to diverse 
ideas, experiences and opinions; 
> Organizing activities that encourage cultural and social 
awareness and sensitivity; 
> Working with students, teachers, administrators and parents 
to achieve the mission of the school; 
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> Proclaiming the concept that intellectual freedom and access 
to information are essential to effective and responsible 
citizenship and participation in a democracy; 
> Promoting reading and the resources and services of the 
school library to the whole school community and beyond. 
The school library fulfils these functions by developing 
policies and services, selecting and acquiring resources, providing 
physical and intellectual access to appropriate sources of 
information, providing instructional facilities, and employing 
trained staff, 
STAFF IN SCHOOL LIBRARY 
The school librarian is the professionally qualified staff 
member responsible for planning and managing the school library, 
supported by as adequate staffing as possible, working together with 
all members of the school community, and liaising with the public 
library and others. 
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The role of school librarians will vary according to the budget 
and the curriculum and teaching methodology of the schools, within 
the national legal and financial framework. Within specific 
contexts, there are general areas of knowledge that are vital if 
school librarians are to develop and operate effective school library 
services: resource, library, and information management and 
teaching. 
In an increasingly networked environment, school librarians 
must be competent in planning and teaching different information-
handling skills to both teachers and students. Therefore they must 
continue their professional training and development. 
Operation and Manasement in the school library 
To ensure effective and accountable operations: 
> The policy on school library services must be formulated to 
define goals, priorities and services in relation to the school's 
curriculum; 
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> The school library must be organized and maintained 
according to professional standards; 
> Services must be accessible to all members of the school 
community and operate within the context of the local 
community; 
> Co-operation with teachers, senior school management, 
administrators, parents, other librarians and information 
professionals, and community groups must be encouraged. 
DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN INDIA 
Historical Perspective 
Pre-independence Era 
Developments in the 19th century 
The historical development of school libraries is linked with 
the origin of the modern education system dating back to the pre-
independence period and can be further traced back to the early 
years of the 19th century. The European missionaries made an 
attempt for the propagation of education in India with the objective 
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of spreading Christianity. In 1835 Lord Macaulay penned his 
famous minute known as 'Macaulay's Minute' and submitted to Lord 
William Bentinck. The great objective of this "Minute" was to 
promote European thought and literature and science among the 
Indian natives./In 1852, 32 secondary schools were opened by the 
European Government ruling India and education was given in the 
English language These schools became very popular due to the 
interest shown by some of the educated Indians, more particularly 
by leaders like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and others. The education 
imparted in these schools became a passport for entrance into 
government service as the students educated in the English schools 
were given a preference for job in public offices. The standard of 
education in these schools was high but no emphasis was given to 
the practical and applied aspects of education. The stress was on 
literary subjects. Not much was referred to the use of library in the 
process of learning as there were no trained teachers to teach in 
these schools. The ultimate aim was to some-how acquire a 
matriculation certificate. The course was too academic and 
unrelated to life because it lacked vocation and technical education. 
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Hunter Commission of 1882 
The Hunter Commission was appointed by the British 
Government in 1882 to study the existing school education of that 
period and suggested many improvements for change. The report 
of the Hunter Commission was a valuable document which not only 
gave an excellent survey of the schools but also made some 
important suggestions for bringing about fundamental changes in 
school education and making it as sound as possible so that it could 
serve as a gate-way to higher-education at one end, and practical 
and vocational at the other end to educate the youth for commercial 
and non-literary pursuits. Unfortunately, the suggestions were 
completely ignored. Rather financial support to secondary education 
was withdrawn and it was left in the hands of private enterprise on 
the grant-in-aid basis. 
The University Commission of 1902 
With the appointment of the University Commission of 1902 
schools came under the domination of the Indian University Act of 
1904 and their identity was merged with the universities. 
Other Commissions and Committees during Pre-independence 
Era 
(i) The Calcutta University Commission of 1917 also known as 
Sadler Commission 
(ii) The Hartog Committee of 1929. 
(iii) The Abbott-Wood Report: 1936-37. (iv) The Sargent Report 
1944. 
During the pre-independence period there was a considerable 
increase in the number of schools imparting secondary education 
this was partly due to the enthusiasm of private enterprise and 
partly due to the system of grant-in-aid. The result was an unwieldy 
expansion of schools without proper consolidation and lack of 
proper infra-structure which were responsible for the inherent and 
obvious defects in the school education system. Some of the 
problems which plagued the system were: 
(i) Problems related to training of teachers and their salaries. 
There were no good teachers in the schools and the best pupils 
were not attracted to the teaching profession as the pay of the 
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teachers was insufficient to give them the status which their 
work demanded. The conditions of service and appointments 
were also left unsolved by the commissions. 
(ii) The curriculum taught in the schools was too theoretical in 
nature and the schools were too "academic" resulting in a 
failure to provide for technical and vocational education. 
(iii) Moreover, the untrained teachers often employed in the 
schools had no idea of how to make use of the various methods 
of teaching to suit the requirement of different subjects. This 
resulted in bookish knowledge being taught to the students 
whose basic aim was to get a matriculation certificate 
(iv) The concept of the library and its place in schools education 
was absent in the practical sense. None of the commissions 
made specific mention of library-based teaching methods to be 
used in schools for imparting education. It was Dr. S.R. 
Ranganathan in 1942 who advanced the philosophy of school 
library in his book "School and College Libraries" 
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(v) Merging of the identity of the school education with university 
education further suppressed the problem of school education. 
In spite of the Boards of Secondary' Education set-up in the 
states the universities continued to dominate the academic 
scenario. 
Development after Independence; 1947 to date 
After independence four bodies examined the problems of 
secondary education: 
(i) Tara Chand Committee 1948. 
(ii) University Education Commission 1948-49. 
(iii) Secondary Education Commission 1952-53. 
(iv) Indian Education Commission popularly known as Kothari 
Commission 1964-66, 
All these Commissions except the third one emphasized more 
on the problems and development of higher education School 
education formed a very minor part of their study and 
recommendations However, their observations did point out the 
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realization) that secondary education was the weakest link in the 
education system. 
The Secondary Education Commission; 1952-53 
The Secondary Education Commission also known as the 
Mudaliar Commission Report under the chairmanship of 
Lakshmanswami Mudaliar studied the problems plaguing the 
secondary school education and submitted its recommendations in 
ordain to improve the school education and make it more effective. 
Recognizing and emphasizing the importance of the school 
libraries, the commission gave its recommendations under the title 
"Secondary School as we se it" Some of the recommendations are 
given as under : As the proper use of well equipped school library is 
absolutely essential for the efficient working of every educational 
institution and for encouraging literacy and cultural interests in 
students, every secondary school should have such a library; class 
libraries, and subject libraries should be utilized for this purpose. 
(i) Vacation libraries should also be there in order to provide 
library service to the students during vacations and holidays. 
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(ii) Library as a teaching agency. The secondary school library 
should have positive active teaching functions and suggest 
reading material to the teachers and students. 
(iii) Trained librarians, who have love for books and an 
understanding of students interests should be provided in all 
secondary schools, and all teachers should be given some 
training in the basic principles of library work, in the training 
colleges as well as through refresher courses, (iv) The library 
should function as a resource centre where the documents 
should be selected to meet the needs of the pupils and the 
teachers, and they should be properly organised for effective 
use. 
(v) The library should be a centre for knowledge dissemination 
where the students are naturally drawn to it. The library 
should be attractively furnished and open shelf system should 
be practiced to allow the students free access to books and 
also learn to handle and browse them in their leisure time. 
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(vi) The teacher should direct the students reading tastes to make 
them enthusiastic readers. 
(vii) The role of the librarian in the school has been succinctly 
described by the commission in the following words: 
"In most school, there is no conception of library service It 
would require the service of a highly qualified and trained librarian 
who would be on par with other senior teachers in pay and status, 
and we definitely recommend that there should be in every 
secondary school a full time librarian of this type. If his function is 
merely to maintain a register of books, keep the library open at odd 
hours and occasionally issue books to a few students there would 
obviously be no need for a full time and highly qualified librarian. 
But if the library is to be the hub of academic and intellectual life of 
the school, if it is not only to meet but guide the reading interests of 
students, if it is to work as a centre of free and supervised study as 
well as group works on projects undertaken by them, if it is to do 
all these things, the librarian will surely have his work cut-out" 
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Thus, the role of the librarian enumerated by the commission 
suggested the teacher-librarian to take an active part in the learning 
process in the schools. To implement the recommendations of the 
said commission, the Government of India, Ministry of Education 
directed the state governments to appoint full-time librarians in all 
secondary schools on salary' scales at par v^ith teachers and also 
gave directions to make arrangements for training the teacher-
librarian through refresher courses and special training 
programmes. 
However, inspite of the emphasis of the importance placed on 
the role of the libraries in school education the recommendations 
were not implemented. 
The condition of working of the libraries of the secondary 
schools in India did not show any improvement. "Whatever books 
exist in the library are not being made available to the students as 
the librarians do not want to take responsibility for any loss of 
books. The books are kept locked in almirahs and library is used as 
a store-room The teachers also do not make use of the library. Too 
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much emphasis is given on text-books from which the teachers 
transmit facts passively to pupils' memory and the pupils disgorge 
the facts out of their memory in the examination." This was 
reported by G.L. Trehan in his write-up on school libraries in India 
In the Third All-India Educational Survey conducted by 
NCERT," the position of school libraries reported is revealed as 
follows : 
(i) There are 589,031 recognized schools and out of these only 
41 08% have library facilities. 
(ii) StalLe wise analysis indicated 32.41 primary schools, 59.61 
middle schools, 94.05% secondary schools and 95.75%) higher 
secondary schools have library facilities. 
(iii) 17.8%) schools have less than 100 books 9.6% have 100-249 
books, 5.3% 250-499 books, 3.64% have 500-599 books, 
2.5% have 1000-1999 books, 1.94% have 2000-3999 books 
and 1.63% have 4000-4999 books, 
(iv) There are 1441 full time trained librarians. 
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The above given statistics reveal the sad state of affairs of the 
school libraries. Inspite of the realization that the library should be 
the centre of the school's education, it remains the most neglected 
part of the school. 
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Table 1: Growth of Recognized Educational Institutions-Rom 
\<^S\ -\^'^,^—School Level 
Year Primary Upper Primary High/Hr. Sec. 
School Inter/Pre-
1950-51 209671 13596 7416 
1955-56 278135 21730 10838 
1960-61 330399 49663 17329 
1965-70 391064 75798 27614 
1970-71 408378 90621 37051 
1975-80 454270 106571 43054 
1980-81 494503 118555 51573 
1985-86 528872 134846 65837 
1990-91 500935 151456 79796 
1991-92 565786 152077 81747 
1992-93 571248 158498 84608 
1993-94* 572923 155707 88411 
1994-95* 581305 163605 92252 
1995-96* 590421 171216 98134 
* Provisional 
Source: Ministry of Human Resources Development Annual 
Report, 1996-97. Parti 
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School Library and National Policy on Education in India 
In 1985, Ministry of Education, Government of India issued a 
document "Challenge of Education: A policy perspective" as a 
basis for a nation-wide debate which could facilitate the 
formulation of the New Education Policy. The reference made in 
the report on National Policy on Library and Information System 
about school libraries was amftflre passing one under the genuine 
heading of the "Academic Library System" , and the suggestions of 
creating an agency at the state level for proper development of 
school libraries. Suggestions to devise norms for school libraries 
were made and it also suggested the formulation of a national data-
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base on Indian schools libraries by a national co-ordinating agency 
of schools. As result of the above mentioned debate the Government 
of India announced New Education Policy in 1986. The Policy 
promised a nation-wide, movement for the improvement of existing 
libraries and the establishment of new libraries. Specific mention of 
school libraries was not made but it promised a provision of 
libraries in all educational institutions and the improvement in the 
status of librarians 
ILA Seminar 
In September 1986, the Indian Library Association organized 
an All India Seminar on School Library Development at New 
Delhi where the problems of school libraries were discussed, and it 
was suggested that school libraries be given utmost priority in 
developing their library collection and playing an active role in the 
process of school education. Standards for school libraries were 
also proposed In 1986 the Delhi Administration Department of 
Education issued standards under the Article 42 of Delhi School 
Education Act, 1973 and Delhi School Education Rules, 1973 to be 
30 
followed by all Heads of schools and institutions under its control. 
These were to serve as an example to other states as well. In spite of 
all this, the NCERT Survey of 1993" revealed that the school 
libraries in India are not receiving the required attention they 
deserved. This was the Fifth All-India Survey and it revealed: 
(i) Out of the 735,771 school at various stages of school 
education only 293,427 or 39.88% have libraries. The 
corresponding percentage of the 4th survey was 42.35% 
which means that there has been a decline of 2.47%) since the 
Fourth Survey was conducted. 
(ii) This according to the survey means that the new schools are 
not provided with libraries, and that is the primary reason for 
decline in the percentage of schools having libraries. 
(iii) Thirdly, out of the 39.88% of the school libraries some 
schools have only 50 books in their collection. In the absence 
of the definition of the term "school library" the survey is 
forced to treat a collection of 50 books as a library 
irrespective of student enrollment. 
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(iv) The fourth observation made in the survey reports that only 
37% of rural library schools have libraries and only 58% of 
urban schools have libraries. 
(v) On the availability of full-time libraries the survey revealed 
that primary and upper-primary schools do not have any 
librarians. Only 5.15% of rural schools and 8.28% of urban 
schools have full-time librarians at the secondary school 
level. At the Higher Secondary school level only 29.58% rural 
schools and 46.10% urban schools have full-time librarians. 
However, the per cent of trained librarians averages only to 
about 65% in all the schools. The survey thus paints a dismal 
picture of school library development in the country 
Thus, towards the end of the VIII Five Year Plan period also 
the state of the school libraries remains unchanged. The apathy of 
the government is obvious, as the proposals for the VIII plan were 
very casual in their reference to the role of library in the academic 
institutions. The identity of the school library is still submerged in 
the "Academic Library System" in general. 
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(v) Lack of a formal agency at the national level to monitor the 
development of school libraries. 
(vi) Indifferent attitude of the school management in the 
organization and use of school libraries 
(vii) Lack of uniform standards which can serve as guidelines to 
the setting up of school libraries 
Suggestions for Improvement 
(i) Education provided in the schools should be more and more 
library centered. Self-learning should be encouraged among 
the children right from the early stage in life. The teachers 
should play a major role in guiding the reading interests of 
the children. 
(ii) Having a library in the school should be a pre-requisite 
condition for the recognition of the school. 
(iii) There should be uniform standards available for the 
organization of the school library. These should serve as 
guidelines in setting up of the school library and providing 
library services, 
(iv) A regular full-time professionally qualified librarian should 
be appointed in the schools and he/she should be given the 
scale and status of a secondary school teacher, 
(v) Adequate finance should Use provided for the organization of 
the school library. This finance should be recurring and 
budgetary provisions should be made for the library in the 
school budget 
(vi) There should be national and state level agencies which 
should be created to monitor the growth and development of 
school libraries. 
(vii) The school inspectors should make observations on the use of 
the schools library, A senior librarian should be appointed as 
a member of the school inspection committee. 
(viii) NCERT or a similar organization should monitor the growth 
of the school libraries. Special training courses should be 
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organized for school librarians in order to discuss and solve 
the common problems and update their information. 
(ix) The librarian should play a proactive role in encouraging the 
use of the school library and inculcate reading habits among 
the children and the teachers. 
(x) The Indian Library Association should have a sub-committee 
of school-librarians also where the problems of the school 
librarians should be considered and debated upon. More 
refresher courses on the lines of the 1986 All-India Seminar 
should be organized with the collaboration of NCERT. 
AYESHA TARIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
The school was established in the year 1994 , affiliated 
with the CBSE board, the school is coeducation and divided 
into two wings junior and the senior wing. In senior wing total 
number of student is 1100 ,total staff teaching is 30, total non 
teaching staff is 15 in the school. Present Principal of the school 
is Dr. URUS FATEMAI. The school library is well equipped 
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that is total collection is 1000 documents including text books , 
reference books, and religious books. The school librarian Ms. 
ShabartCLQadeer is a qualified librarian, she has done Master in 
Library and Information Science and pursuing her P.HD in 
library and information science the total staff in the library is 2. 
The school does not have a fix annual budget for the library but 
the amount spent on purchase of books in the library last year 
2007-2008 was Rs.70,000. The shelf arrangement is classified 
and the classification scheme which is used is Dewey Decimal 
classification scheme . Library has manual catalogue. Selection 
of books, periodicals, magazines, reference books etc, is on 
teachers demand and students request. Although the school does 
not have library committee, but library related decision are taken 
by the principal and management. The school doesn't have 
library period student use the library in free period. Teacher also 
use the school library, school library remains open after school 
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hours for the resident student. The Hbrarians are getting paid at 
par with teachers and they have promotional avenues. 
DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL 
The school was established in the year 1998, affiliated with the 
CBSE board, the school is coeducation and divided into two 
wings junior and the senior wing. In senior wing total number of 
student is 1578, total staff teaching is 76, total non teaching staff 
is 20 in the school. Present Principal of the school is Mrs, Nazish 
Naqvi. The school library is well equipped that is total collection 
is 15,000 documents including text books, reference books, and 
other recreational books. The school librarian Ms. Purrvwa 
Mishra is a qualified librarian, she has done Master in Library 
and Information Science, the total staff in the library is 3. The 
school does not have a fix annual budget for the library but the 
amount spent on purchase of books in the library last year 2007-
2008 was Rs.3,00,000. The shelf arrangement is classified and 
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the classification sclieme which is used is Dewey Decimal 
classification scheme. Library has manual catalogue. Selection 
of books, periodicals, magazines, reference books etc, is on 
teachers demand and students request. Although the school does 
have library committee, but library related decision are taken by 
the principal and management. The school have one library 
period per week per session. Teacher also use the school library, 
school library remains open after school hours. The librarians 
are getting paid at par with teachers and they have promotional 
avenues. 
AL-BARKAAT PUBLIC SCHOOL 
The school was established in the year 200H affiliated with the 
CBSE board, the school is coeducation and divided into two wings junior 
and the senior wing. In senior wing total number of student is 1165, total 
staff teaching is 50, total non teaching staff is 15 in the school. Present 
Principal of the school is Mr. Syed Tanveer Nabi. The school library is 
well equipped that is total collection is 12,000 documents including text 
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books, reference books, and other recreational books. The school librarian 
Ms A Jaffar is a qualified librarian, she has done Master in Library and 
Information Science, the total staff in the library is 1. The school does not 
have a fix annual budget for the library but the amount spent on purchase 
of books in the library last year 2007-2008 was Rs.50,000. The shelf 
arrangement is classified and the classification scheme which is used is 
Dewey Decimal classification scheme. Library has manual catalogue. 
Selection of books, periodicals, magazines, reference books etc, is on 
teachers demand and students request. Although the school does have 
library committee, but library related decision are taken by the principal 
and management. The school have one library period per week per 
session. Teacher also use the school library, school library remains open 
after school hours. The librarians are getting paid at par with teachers and 
they have promotional avenues. 
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Review of the related literature is a very important part of any study 
as it enables us to know what other researches are available in the related 
area. Review literature gives an overall view of what has been done by other 
researchers in same field of study. Its ultimate goal is to provide upto date 
information on a particular area during a certain period. 
In the present study the researcher has reviewed only those studies 
which are related to the topic of the dissertation. Very little work has been 
done on aspects related to school libraries. This is particularly true in case of 
India. Abstracts have been taken of some studies which are reported in 
journals not available here. Some of these have been from Library and 
Information Science Abstract in some foreign languages. Some studies are 
directly related and some are related only indirectly. 
1. E. Hainer -1999 The article School Libraries and student performance 
examine the concerns facing in school library media center. In 
Colorado by gathering a representative sample and presenting their 
experience so as to show the valuable role in school libraries played 
on their students. 
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2. R.C. Lance -1999 The article 'Still making an impact : school library 
staffing and student performance was included in a special issue 
devoted to the theme school libraries and student performance .Report 
results of a study to assess the impact of Alaska school libraries on 
academic achievement in the state's public school .The direct 
relationship between such staffing and student performance was 
examined and selected activities of library media staff that affect test 
score were identified .The study also weighed the relative effects on 
academic achievement of library media specialist staffing other school 
characteristics (per pupil spending ,teacher pupil ratio ) and 
community conditions (adult educational attainment Alaska native 
population poverty) while community conditions proved to have the 
strongest impact the librarian pupil ratio outweighed both per pupil 
ratio at the elementary level and the teacher -pupil ratio at the 
secondary level. 
3. Shaw Cape -2000 A study of "Adolescent Library users" reported the 
results of surveys conducted in Grassy park High School and grassy 
park library in western cape provincial library service in South Africa 
to examine the role school libraries play in meeting the curricular and 
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recreational needs of their adolescent users Suggests 
recommendation based on the results. 
4. H. Slyfeild 2001- The Study School Libraries in New Zealand 
describes the scope, methodology and finding of a survey of New 
Zealand school libraries conducted in order to provide information to 
contribute to objective in the National Library's strategic plan. 
Research question covered the characteristics of the libraries , the 
percentage that are good or otherwise the factor on which they are 
assessed , including use of National Library Service and attitude 
forward school libraries .Present chart of the resulting statistics on 
measure such as budgets , staffing stock and opening hours , which 
show substantial difference between primary and secondary school. 
5. M.L.Chen -2001 In china a study on comparison at school library 
service standard between Taiwan and American from Laws was 
undertaken to analyze library laws and standards which are the basics 
of development of all kind of libraries including school libraries . The 
study aims to understand the similarities and difference between 
school libraries in Taiwan and U.S.A. by comparing their laws and 
standards thereby offering suggestions to help in the revision of 
school library laws and standards in Taiwan. 
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6. I.Uhara Toshokam Kai -2001 . The topic of study was "On Literature 
of school Libraries in 1993-2000 . Review article forming part of a 
special issue marking the 300 issue of " Toshokai Tai " the revision 
of the Japanese school library law in June 1997 means by 2003 high 
schools must have teacher librarians (Shisho Kyokin ) but they need 
not to be trained at universities . This aspect was controversial 
Publications relating to school libraries since 1994 are summarized 
covering policy development changing demands staffing issue and 
training . The introduction of general studies in school will impact on 
school libraries. 
7. M,Mimick - 2001 In Pennsylvania a study " An investigation of 
library service offered to kindergarten students in rural public school 
in Washington county was done to emphasize that in addition to social 
skills acquisition , the traditional emphasis in kindergarten (preschool) 
is on the crucial skills of learning to read and write , which makes 
access to resources appropriate for development levels imperative 
examines the extent to which rural school library media specialist in 
Washington county Pennsylvania provide service to kindergarten (pre 
school) pupils and their parents. Looks at the types of services 
provided whether or not the collections were adequate and budgets to 
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support the collections . Also investigates the perception of library 
media specialist of the need for such pre school services and includes 
a literature review. 
8. A.K. Bockhorst and M.J.P. Vanveen -2001 They did a survey " 
School Libraries in Netherlands " to assist in the updating of school 
libraries and preparing them for new role in learning .Research was 
conducted on the position of school libraries designed to provide an 
analysis of the distinct elements that constituted the system in relation 
to 105 product output, input factors included organizational structure 
staff , finance , technology , collections and collaboration facilities 
and instruction. The main finding was that school libraries differ 
greatly from one another and that the personality of the librarian 
seemed to be most important factor in their success, however in more 
then half of the school none of the library staff had any library 
training and many relied on volunteers . The lack of professional staff 
led to libraries being excluded from policy making decisions and 
integration into the educational system. 
9. D Johnson -2001 "It is good to be flexible" is the study which puts the 
case for fixed scheduling in school suggesting that there are some 
serious disadvantages to flexible scheduling including the difficulty of 
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linking every teacher and child it enable the teachers to deviate from 
the curriculum and it fails to encourage independent reading and 
independent inquiry in the library . 
lO.Creaser and S Mayard -Survey of library services to school and 
children in UK 2000-2001 .The twelfth in a series of report of 
statistics of public library services to children and schools in the UK 
concentrating on the school library services to children section of 
public libraries and school libraries ; all aspect of the children's 
services in public libraries , including the library material, circulation 
figures and expenditure and the school library service . The report was 
based on data collected by means of a questionnaire survey sent to 
local authorities .Among the key findings for public library services to 
children is the continuing decline in material expenditure in real terms 
Overall specialist staff number are increasing and this is encouraging 
however there are pattern of decline use both in term of proportions of 
stock on loan and annual issue which give use to cause of concern the 
picture for school library service in a mixed one with some areas 
clearly facing better remains at generally high levels . the degree of 
variation observed on a sector wide scale raises concerns over 
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ll.G Szpulak Paradnik : Biblioteka Szkolna a reforma edukacji (school 
libraries and educational reform) is a study conducted in 2001 focuses 
on the problem of school libraries in the context of educational 
reforms as long as school libraries do not have secure financial 
resources enabling them to cany out their day to day duties and 
improve services overtime educational reforms will remain on paper. 
12.G.Savage -2002 Its murder in our library describe how one UK school 
libraries for 11-16 year old encourages use of the library and the 
development of library skills through serving pupils the task of 
finding the answers to clues to a supposed murder in the library .Notes 
the variety of clues that are used and the attempt to involve as many 
aspects of the collection as possible .Gives some ideas and example 
on organizing such as activity. 
13.C.Creaser 2001-2002 School library services : result from Library and 
Information Statistics Unit survey reports on the annual survey into 
UK School library service undertaken by LISU (the library and 
information statistics unit) at loughborough university gives result for 
population and school served services offered staffing stock and loans 
and expenditure and income. 
14.A.K. Shenton and P. Dixon - The study "Youngsters use of and 
attitude to their school libraries : result of a qualitative research 
project " focuses on the modem trend among young users to use 
computer for accumulating information to satisfy their information 
needs , this concern is frequently expressed that pupils are becoming 
too reliant on computers and they are neglecting the valuable paper 
sources available in environment like the school library for pupil use 
.The perception in the school library in today's "electronic age" from 
one area that has been scrutinized in a qualitative British academy 
survey which explored more broadly the information behaviors of 
young people report the finding of the project that pertain specifically 
to the school libraries. 
15.B. Immroth -2002 A survey "charter school libraries : a summary of 
initial findings " was undertaken in Texas charter schools in summer 
2001 to determine whether or not they had a library facility and or a 
cooperative arrangement with local public library responses were 
received from 95 out of the 165 charter school and 36 of these (41 
percent of school responding ) reported having a library on site . Of 
these 11 school reported the libraries to be small and seven of these 
had volunteer staff .The full libraries with books and computer were 
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present in 25 school and 9 schools were staffed with full-time 
librarian out of the total responding 47-49 % did not have a library . 
The study concludes from this initial survey that school libraries are 
absent from the majority of charter schools in Texas and these school 
lack the school library programme found in most public schools. 
16.Halen R Adams 2002 - The American survey "Privacy and 
confidentiality now more than ever , youngsters need to keep their 
library under wraps " based its finding on basis on interviews with 
selected school libraries , media specialist and youth services 
librarians across USA to gain their perspective on what privacy issue 
affect their young users and how librarians can help protect the 
privacy in minors . The concern of many librarians is that the stress on 
protecting children and young people from corrupting influence 
stemming from the information and material available from school 
libraries particularly the internet. 
n.Noole Medly -2003 Keeping kids interested in challenges of small -
town jack-of-all-trades , second of a pair of article which offer a 
contract between the work of Urban and rural school libraries as 
exemplified by a disadvantage area of Chicago , Illinios and the 
village of Norwalk , Winconsin .Describe how the librarian of the 
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Winconsin school overcome the absence of a component dealing 
directly with children services in her state certificate course to meet 
the challenge of the summer library programme and fulfill the library 
mission statement to aid the young in their pursuit of knowledge 
through books and other media in 4 years the Ubrary has extended 
reading promotion from just summer programme for T* to 5* grade to 
cover year round programmes for preschool through to 12 grade . 
18. Toby Rajput ; Urban vs rural Chicago librarian must meet the demand 
of challenged student was the topic of the comparative study 
conducted by Toby Rajput. One pair of articles which offer a contrast 
between the work of Urban and Rural school libraries as exemplified 
by a disadvantage area of Chicago lUinios and the village of Norwalk 
Wisconsin , describes the differences and difficulties in the 
background and focuses on the importance of the 2001 national board 
for professional teaching standard for library media speciaUst which 
are based on responsibilities of collaboration , leadership and 
technology implemented through teaching information provision and 
programmes outline a day in the librarian's life illustrating contact 
with classes and group using the library and library administration . 
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19.J.A.Kargbo 2003 - The study School libraries in Sierra Leone 
educational system quovadis examines the role of school libraries in 
the educational system in sierra leone and the problems affecting their 
development. Discusses the need for school library services , describe 
the nature of the education system , look at the state of school libraries 
in sierra leone describes the pitfalls in the system and offers 
suggestions for improvement of the situation. 
20.R.B.Okey -2003 - Effectiveness of primary and secondary schools 
education in Nigeria in 2V^ century the place of school libraries 
discusses the role of school libraries in the education system of 
Nigeria . Describes the current state of school libraries in Nigeria and 
factors that impede their concept for the school library within it 
.Discusses the universal basic education programme of the federal 
government of Nigeria the role of well equipped school libraries 
within it .look at the importance of positioning the school library . 
21.Paiki Muswazi -2003 The case study " Knowledge age school library 
services in developing countries " discusses the knowledge age high 
school library services in Swaziland .It observes inequalities in library 
services between rural and urban pupils : under staffing and lack of 
professional guidance ;the interference of non core activities with the 
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provision of library services ; under funding ;the negative effect of 
donations ; the lack of exposure to electronic resources and services 
jComputer illiteracy among teachers and pupils ; inadequate reference 
services ; the lack of resources sharing relationship between school 
and poor users and level of education and training . It concludes that 
the impact of the library services on the overall school performance 
was limited and suggests the adoption of a school development 
strategy and standard framework. 
22.Maria Motta BoUentino 2003 - The topic of her study was 
'Biblioteche scolastische :una risorsa per la didattica della ricerca 
(school libraries: a resources for research didactics ) highlights that in 
society such as ours where information is produced and consumed at 
dizzying speeds . It becomes essential to equip oneself with the 
capabilities necessary for weighing and selecting information input in 
order to transform it into knowledge .A library acquires a new 
importance by virtue of its activity of arranging and mediating 
information .A school library must have its further formational task 
acknowledged , this is clearly deduced from the UNESCO 
MANIFESTO and from the guidelines of IFLA on school hbraries , 
and from the promotion campaign undertaken by the Italian Ministry 
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of education as early as 1999.The reflection on the central role that a 
school library can play in the construction of the curriculum should 
urge the librarian to cooperate with the teacher of various disciplines 
to educate the students in research through a special didactic program 
that is carried out in successive phases and it foresees the use of 
various tools .Research didactics will permit the student to creatively 
acquire new skills and knowledge in a learning perspective that will 
last throughout their lives.The most immediate goal is that of making 
the students overcome the passive role of receiving knowledge only 
through hierarchical transmission , in favour of an active role that 
makes him use his independent capacity to build knowledge allow 
him to acquire an awareness of his cognitive style and stimulates him 
to master the development of his mental processes. 
23. Jean- Pierre Baratault -2003 - Jean -Pierre work " ABCD de la BCD 
"(the ABCD of the BCD) discusses the role of Library and 
information centers in France ( BCD in primary schools and CDI in 
secondary schools ) in promoting the written culture of pupils through 
reading the literary activities . Examine the sometimes ambiguous 
professional status of the librarian in relationships to the teaching staff 
^ » ^ - - --f«C> 
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and also the mutual benefits to the school and public libraries as they 
exercise their complementary roles in working with young users 
24.Vida Juozaitius 2004 - The study "serving the needs of our student 
with LD in school library"discusses the role of a school library in 
providing suitable resources in a more suitable resources in a more 
systemized fashion for student identified with a learning disability 
(LD)and consider whether it may be possible to anticipate from 
previous experience what resource should be made available and in 
what subject areas . 
25.Anne E Tepe and Gayek A Geitgey - 2005 The study " Student 
Learning through Ohio school Libraries introduction : partner -leaders 
in action " was published in 2004 giving an account of one of the 
largest studies to date of the effects of the school libraries on learning 
the project focused only on school rated as excellent or effective 
according to Ohio's new academic content standards and having 
libraries run by qualified staff Ust the criteria for selection of school 
and for evaluating the effectiveness of the libraries , describes the 
research method and subsequent data analysis and sets out what Ohio 
is doing to ensure the realization of the goals of the study in 
improving school library practice . 
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26.Tomoko Sakuma Toshokan -Kai 2005 work in Japanese is on 
"Special class and school library through the practice at junior high 
school attached to Nara University of education undertakes the need 
for setting up school libraries that cater both to mainstream pupils as 
well as students with special needs (SN) . According to him the 
expectations regarding school libraries are changing in Japan SN 
students as well as normal students should have equal opportunities 
for using school libraries he gave the example of Junior High School 
attached to Nara University of education where the school library was 
established in 1947 but the SN pupils only began to use the library in 
1996 . The study gives details of varied topics used for SN classes 
helping in increasing joint activities with mainstream pupils . 
27.Ross J.Todd and Carol C Kunlthua 2005 - A study on how effective 
are school libraries in helping students in Ohio school libraries . It 
provides an overview of the " student learning through Ohio School 
Libraries " , the study was conducted in 39 school across Ohio state 
from October 2002 to December 2003 , the sample was as huge as 
13123 students from grades 3 to 12 and 879 faculty members . The 
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data collected was mainly to study as to how school libraries are 
helping students across various grades in improving their learning 
ability . The concept of :Help" here is understood as an input through 
active school library usage which influence the output in terms of 
academic achievement and personal development of students . The 
study shows that an effective school library is both transformational 
and formational. 
28. Elizabeth Tallasken Rafste 2005 - Did her research in Norway School 
Libraries , her topic was " Library a place to learn or a place for 
Leisure ?" takes in view how the school library users value the Hbrary 
as part of their daily practice in school . Elaborate data was collected 
through observations , interviews and questionnaire from age group of 
16-18 year olds in two schools for over six months . The findings 
revealed that most students use and value the school library more as a 
place for social meeting and pleasure rather than for study . Thus the 
study discusses the data within a frame of sociology theory and 
describes the library as a porous space in school, a place to encourage 
interaction between students as well a place to gain knowledge. 
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29. Chris Ainstead 2005 - Did a study on school libraries of Canada 
analyzing the influence of self selected recreational reading material 
on students of various age groups and gender . The study discusses 
some of the issues involved in the school libraries while 
recommending books for different age groups and gender ,in order to 
understand how a student chooses recreational reading material , a 
literature review is presented which explores research and 
professional literature in several areas covering influence of gender on 
reading choice, strategies of choosing books , choosing books for 
special need students and adult choices versus student choice. The 
review reinforces the importance of recreational reading and the need 
for supplying students with what they want to read The importance of 
series books , cover illustration and non fiction , the influence of 
gender on reading preference , the influence of internet book review , 
the affect of the reader's mood and the effort required by a books for 
award and for purchasing books for students use for choosing books 
to read . In other words while choosing books for school libraries 
teachers should consider students interest and order books that will 
meet the self selected recreational reading need of the students. 
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30.Bernard Moswela - 2005 A case study of senior secondary school in 
Bostwana was done to study how students are effectively using school 
libraries as an information resource center .The study's starts with the 
history of libraries , concept of a typical library and important role a 
librarian plays in the society as far as imparting knowledge is 
concerned , it also highlights how the librarians worldwide suffer 
from lack of sufficient funds to make libraries more effective . After 
reviewing both the schools effectiveness in providing literature and 
the finding of questionnaires given to 14 randomly selected schools 
classes of about 38 students each , the teacher , the librarian the study 
concludes that although students of Bostwana do use libraries 
satisfactorily this often is constrained by the fact that many libraries 
are poorly funded and stocked. 
3I.Ann Jason Kenney - 2006 wrote a paper "the final hurdle" that 
discusses the likely impact on school librarians in the USA of a new 
standardized test for measuring information skills . The information 
skills, the information and communication technology (ICT) literacy 
assessment developed by the educational testing services (ETS). The 
text not only measures a student's knowledge of technology but also 
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the seven proficiencies that make up a student ability to use critical 
thinking and problem solving abilities .Recommends that librarians 
regard this test as an opportunity to demonstrate their importance as 
instructor of information literacy and the value of these skills have no 
student lines. 
32.Elizabeth Tallaten Rafste , Tove Pemmer Saire and Ellen Sundt 2006-
This paper focused on Norwegian Policy for empowering School 
Libraries .The first part of this paper presents a general picture of 
school libraries in Norway reviewing statistics , outlining legislations 
on school and libraries and highUghting aspects of national curriculum 
for primary and secondary schools .It illustrates the complex and 
integrated systems in which school libraries are to be found and looks 
at obstacle to successfully maintaining and developing school libraries 
in Norway . Based on the data of this survey the second part of this 
study uses the plan to make space for reading , Norwegian strategy for 
stimulating a love for reading and reading skills 2003-2007 . It 
illustrates how the political educational and library systems can join 
forces to empower school libraries and stimulate reading skills and 
interest in reading . It examines some of the project process and the 
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preliminary results . Finally it draws attention to future challenges for 
school libraries in Norway. 
33.Gayle Bogel -2006 - Conducted a study to see how the school library 
play an active transformational role in student learning and 
achievement. The objective of the study was to explore the link 
between school libraries and student learning, the outcome were 
defined in a multidimensional context using data provided by students 
themselves. The researchers examined the learning outcomes that 
reached beyond the existing correlations at school library services and 
standardized test scores .An insight was provided into the interactions 
between students and school libraries that affect student learning. An 
overarching goal of the study was to establish ongoing dialogue to 
focus on evidence based practices that may lead to continuous 
improvement in web based survey. The subjects chosen for this 
survey were students from 39 different public schools across the state 
of Ohio of grades 3-12, the sample size was of 13123 students and 
879 teachers . The method used in 39 effective school libraries staffed 
by credentialed school libraries was judgment sampling process using 
credentialed school libraries that affect students learning and 
academic achievement. 
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34.Shiela Ray 2007 - Did a study entitled "Back issues an occasional 
glance at perennial concerns", emphasizing on the school library 
design in U.K. and how the government should take new initiatives to 
improve the school building for future . The aim was to create twenty 
first century libraries by building or reviewing every secondary school 
in England over the 10-15 years .According to her some of the 
essential design requirements of a school library were security 
combined with accessibility , flexibihty , visibility , a staff work area 
with locked cupboards or an adjacent lockable room , an issue 
advisory area , natural lighting , the planning for optimal use of space 
ensuring the noisy activities to take place in one area preferably near 
the entrance . 
35. Amy Pattee 2007- Her research studied children's question imposed 
and self generated information seeking at school .In other words her 
study focused on school children's curiosity to gain maximum 
information through self exploration. 
36. Meghan Haper 2007- Wrote an article "Bringing vision to reality in 
the school library" laying emphasis on facility design and how to 
support different kind of learning and teaching at the school level. 
According to her school library is a place of inquiry, exploration. 
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conversation and discovery hence she evolved the concept of shared 
Public Library and School Library facility. Thus to bring a more 
realistic approach to school library faculty should lay emphasis on 
giving easy accessibility to knowledge to student / Users encouraging 
them to explore and discover all aspects of knowledge . 
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This chapter deals with the methodology used in the study and has been 
discussed under the following heading: 
1. Selection of the problem 
2. Purpose of the study 
3. Objectives of the study 
4. Hypotheses 
5. Methodology 
• Observation method 
• Personal interview 
• Questionnaire method 
• Schedules 
6. Sample population 
7. Pilot survey 
8. Variables taken 
9. Data collection procedure 
10. Data analysis methods 
70 
1. SELECTION OF PROBLEM: 
The problem for the present study is entitled "expectation of students 
from a school library :study of student perspective" 
The persent study tries to investigate the what are the actual 
expectation of students from a school library in the prestigious schools of 
Aligarh district. In this study the investigator tries to find out that upto what 
level the students are satisfied with their school library. Initially the 
investigator decided to take three schools of Delhi: Delhi Public School, 
Blue Bells International school and Central school to conduct the present 
study but due to lack of responses from the schools, the study was conducted 
in Aligarh district. Another school of Aligarh Our Lady Fatima school was 
also the part of this study but it was included in the final analysis as it was 
not an intermediate college like rest of the three schools. 
2. PURPOSE OF STUDY: 
The main purpose of this study is to draw people's attention towards 
school libraries, because school library is one of the most neglected area of 
library and information science and not much work is available in this India. 
Through this study the investigator tries to find out the real difference 
between the hypothetical and the real picture of the school Hbraries. 
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The investigator tries to compare the demands of students of three 
different schools from their school library. And come out with the real data 
about the demands and how they are fulfilled. 
Another reason behind this study is that the investigator is going to 
work with the school library and this study will give investigator the first 
hand experience as how to do her duty properly. 
OBJECTIVES: 
The objectives of the present study are as under: 
1. To know the perspectives of the students in the context of the 
school library 
2. To know the satisfaction of the students from a school library 
services. 
3. To know the problem faced by the user while they are using library 
services. 
4. To know the purpose of using school library services. 
5. To find out the most common reference resources used by the 
students. 
6. To know the opinion of the user about the collection of the library 
7. To find out the type of material available in the school library. 
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8. To find out that library period are sufficient or not to meet the 
requirement of student. 
HYPOTHESIS 
1. The student use school library other than the library period 
2. Student find the school library service useful. 
3. Student make use of reference sources available in the school 
library. 
4. .Maximum user are not satisfied with the library collection. 
5. Most of the user don't take help of the library staff for choosing 
books and other material. 
METHODOLOGY: 
Methodology has its own importance in scientific Investigation, 
because objectivity in any research investigation can't be obtained unless it 
is carried out in a very systematic and planned manner. The categorization of 
the proposed investigation into certain type of research/survey, a 
corresponding method or methods designed for it and appropriate techniques 
for collecting and analyzing data are together known as methodology. 
There are several techniques for collecting data such as: 
1. observation method, 
2. interview method, 
3. questionnaire method, 
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because observation method is time consuming and the investigator does not 
had that much time. 
INTERVIEW METHOD: 
Interview method, as a social survey tool is used by contemporary 
investigators. The interview method is more direct and has greater 
flexibility. According to "young"2 defines; interview method is "a 
systematic methods by which a person enters more or less imaginative into 
the life of a comparative stranger." This method is unique because the 
collection of data is through direct verbal interaction between individual. 
The interviewer asked question generally in a face to face contact to the 
other persons or respondents. This method has not been used in this study 
because students are restless and it is difficult to catch hold of them even 
after school hours. 
SCHEDULES METHOD: 
Under this method the enumerators are appointed and given training. 
They are provided with schedules containing relevant questions. There 
enumerators go to respondents with these schedules. Data are collected by 
filling up the schedules by enumerators on the basis of replies given by 
respondents. Accuracy depends upon the capability of enumerators in this 
method. Some occasional field checks on the work of the enumerators may 
1. Goode.WJ. and Hatt, P.K.( 1952),Methods in Social Research, McGrawHill, New York 
2. Young,P.V.(l 966), Scientific Social Surveys,4'^ ed. Printice Hall, New Delhi 
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ensure sincere work. This method along with questionnaire method has been 
adopted to collect the samples for the present study, as it is easy for the 
enumerator to get the questionnaire filled correctly and this method proved 
the best method among others. 
QUESTIONNAIRE METHOD: 
Questionnaire is tool to collect data from diverse large and widely 
scattered population groups, Goode And Hatt 3 state: Questionnaire refers to 
a device for securing answers to questions by using a form which the 
respondent files himself . The important step in this method consists of a 
careful translation of the objectives of survey into a set of questions, may 
ask for the opinion or factual information. The question are formed in such a 
ways that the relation of one question to another can be readily apparent to 
the respondent, question sequence must be clear and answer can be given by 
checking yes or no by selecting one of the possible answer provided in the 
questionnaire. This method has been included in this study as it gives the 
enumerator as well as the respondent a clear way to give and collect 
samples. 
SAMPLE POPULATION; 
The present study is conducted on 180 students from grades IXTH to 
XIITH from three different schools-Delhi Pubhc School , Ayesha Tarin 
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Public School and Al-Barkaat Public School , 60 students from each school 
.The total number of questionnaire distributed were and the total number of 
filled questionnaires returned by students were 220,due to incomplete 
response from respondents only 180 filled questionnaire were selected for 
the final data analysis of this study. 
PILOT SURVEY: 
A study preceding the main study usually to check the viability of the 
study design is known as pilot study or survey. The pilot study ensures that 
the present questionnaire are relevant and meaning-9«J '^ to average 
respondent and to decide which question were relevant for the purpose of the 
study, the investigator we** distributed questionnaire among 10 users for the 
pilot study which was helpfijl in modifying the questionnaire suitably. 
VARIABLES TAKEN: 
In order to collect and get the meaningftU. conclusions the following 
variables are analyzed in details: 
Students from three different schools 
v^^'''"'^S>x 
• Delhi Public School •/- ^*V 
( A^... ». 
• Ayesha Tarin Public School 
• AL-Barkaat Public School 
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DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURE: 
The investigator visited all three school took permission from the 
school principal for conducting the survey . The interviewer asked the 
questions from the student and filled the questionnaire. 
DATA ANALYSIS METHODS: 
The data collected through the questionnaire method were organized 
and tabulated by using statistical method, and data was compared for 






DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
This chapter deals with analysis and interpretation of data, which have 
been collected through questionnaire. The collected data v4 organized an 
tabulated by using simple statistical methods. 
In this study 180 complete questionnaire are included which were 
collected from three different schools Delhi Public School , Ayesha Tariti 
Public school and Al-Barkaat Public School. Students selected were ranging 
from class IX to class Xllth 
TABLE- 0 
Population of Study 
s. 
No. 
Name of School Total Percentage 
1 Delhi Public School 
Class/Students IXth/15, Xth/10, XIth/10 & 
XIIth/15 
60 33.34 
2 Ayesha Tarin Public School 
Class/ Students IXth/12, Xth/15, XIth/17 
&XIIth/16 
60 33.33 
3 Al-Barkaat Public School 
Class/ Students, IXth/15 
Xth/20, XIth/13 & XIIth/12 
60 33.33 
Total 180 100 
Table O shows the category of respondent. The category taken for survey 
includes 3 School of Aligarh District Delhi Pubhc School, Ayesha Tarin 
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Public School & Al-Barkaat Public School the number of students ranging 
from Class IXth to Class Xllth are taken to conduct the present study all 
together 60 students from each school that is the percentage is 33.33% of 
each school. 
TABLE -1 
Frequency of the visits 















Once 24 23 24 71 39.4% 
Twice 14 13 12 39 21.6% 
Thrice 8 11 9 28 15.5% 
More than thrice 14 13 14 41 22.5% 
Total 60 60 60 180 100 
From the analysis above it is clear that in all three schools, the largest 
number of students visit their school library once in a week which is 
39.4%, and on the second place are those student who visit their school 
library more than thrice a week. But from the table we can make out tiiat 
students usually visit their school library once a week and they find it 
sufficient to meet their requirements. 
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TABLE- 2 
Purpose of Visit to the library 
Purpose of 



















To read books 3 4 
— 
7 3.8% 
To get book 
issued and return 
7 17 11 35 19.4% 
All the above 50 35 49 134 74.6% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
This table 2 shows the purpose /reason to visit the library ,74.6% 
student visit the library to read newspaper and magazines, as well as books 
and to get the books issued and returned. Whereas 19.4% go there only to 
get books issued. A very small number 3.8% go to read books only and an 
ever smaller number 2.2% only read newspapers and magazines. 
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TABLE- 3 












Yes 48 51 45 144 80% 
No 12 9 15 36 20% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
Table 3 makes it clear that student respondent do use their school 
library other than the library period. The table show that 80% of the total 
percentage uses library other than their library period. 
TABLE 4 


















19 12 8 39 21.7% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
Table 4 shows how respondents of different schools choose books 
from their library. Maximum respondents choose on their own that is 78.3% 
but 21.7% seek help from the librarian. 
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TABLE- 5 
Opinion on number of library periods per week 
lor 2 Delhi Ayesha Al -Barkaat Total %age 
period Public Tarin Public 
sufficien School Public School 
t School 
Yes 15 26 13 54 30% 
No 45 34 47 126 70% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
Table 5 displays that one or two library periods a week are insufficient 
to meet the requirement of most of the students because 70% of the 
respondent have chosen NO, that is one or two period are not sufficient to 
meet their reading requirements. Only 30%of the total feel that the 
scheduled periods are sufficient. 
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TABLE 5.1 
Time required to meet needs (only for those who said No) 










Upto 2 hour 14 9 12 35 27.8% 
Upto 3 hours 24 20 17 61 48.4% 
Upto 4 hours 5 5 10 20 15.9% 
More Than 4 
hours 
2 - 8 10 7.9% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
Table 5.1 show the response of student, whose requirement can't be 
fulfilled by one or two library period per week; the largest number i.e. 
48.4% require two to three hours per week. 
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TABLE-6 
Collection of the library enough to meet the requirement. 









Yes 13 19 31 63 35% 
No 47 41 29 117 70% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
From the table above it is clear that collection of the library, is not 
adequate enough to meet the requirement of the student 65% of the total 
respondent are not satisfied with the total collection of the school library. 
Table 7 












Yes 58 55 57 170 94.4% 
No 2 5 3 10 5.6% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
In the above table 7, respondents agreed that there should be a light 
reading section in the school library. 94.4% of the total percentage said titiat 
there should be a light reading section in the school library, while 5.4% 
disagree this statement. 
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Table 8 















Yes 58 57 59 174 96.6% 
No 2 3 1 4 6 3.4% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
Table 8 makes it clear that nearly all respondents agree that library 
should subscribe to general magazines. 
Table 9 















Yes 60 59 60 179 99.4% 
No - 1 - 1 0.6% 
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
The above table 10 makes it clear that here too nearly all i.e. 99.4% of 





















8 11 13 32 17.8% 
Useful 52 49 47 148 82.2% 
Not useful - - - - -
TOTAL 60 60 60 180 100 
Table 10 shows the usefulness of the library. The maximum respondent 
find the school library services useful 82.2%, while 17.8%of the respondent 
found it extremely useful. None of the respondents found the library not 







CONCLUSION, FINDINGS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusion 
This study sought to examine, what the students really want 
or expect from a school library? Or rather what type of library is 
needed in the school? This study has found that the theoretical 
aspects are far removed from the practical implementation. The 
study of three schools of Aligarh district has shown that the 
demands of students for library facilities and services are the same 
even if they are from different schools. 
The progress and development of school libraries is very 
important to improve the quality of future citizens of the country, 
and this study proves that this is only possible if there is a 
theoretical realization and practical implementation of the fact that 
the school library is an essential element of the school programme: 
and the basic purpose of the school library is identical with the 
purpose of the school. 
Findings 
Table 1 makes it clear most of the students 39.4% of the total 
percentage of the three different schools visit their school library 
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once in a week and they find it sufficient to meet their 
requirements. 
Table 2 shows the purpose of visit to the school library and 
74.6% of the total percentage answered that they visit school 
library, to read newspapers and magazines, to read books and to get 
the books issued and returned. 
Table 3 makes it clear that student respondents do use library 
at times other than the library period. The table shows that 80% of 
the total percentage uses library other than their library period. 
Table 4 shows how respondents of different school choose 
books from their library, maximum respondents choose on their 
own, that is 78.3% the rest 21.7% take help of the librarian for the 
same purpose. 
Table 5 makes it clear that one or two library period a week 
are insufficient to meet the requirement of the student as 70% of 
the total percentage has agreed to this statement. 
Table 5.1 shows that those students, whose requirement can't 
be fulfilled by one or two library periods per week, most of the 
respondent i.e. 48.4% require two to three hours per week. 
Table 6 makes it clear that the collection of the school 
libraries is inadequate to meet the requirement of the students as 
65% of the total percentage agree to this statement. 
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Table 7 show that 94.4% of the total respondents agree that 
there should be a light reading section in the school library. 
Table 8 displays that maximum respondents agree that library 
should subscribe general magazines which are both informative and 
have recreational value for today's youth . 
Table 9 shows that the school library has sufficient reference 
books which are useful for the students. It includes encyclopedias, 
atlases and dictionaries. 
Table 10 makes it clear that the student respondent use 
reference sources to solve their queries. 
Table 11 shows the usefulness of the library. The maximum 
respondent find the library service useful (82.2%), while 17.8% of 
the respondent found it extremely useful. 
TENABILITY OF HYPOTHESIS 
HYPOTHESIS 1 
The student use school library other than the library period. 
It is clear from the survey that the majority of the users use 
school library other than the library period. Table 3. 
So this hypotheses is proved true. 
HYPOTHESIS 2 
Student find the school library service useful. 
It is clear from the survey that the student find their library 
service useful. Table 11 
Hypothesis is proved true. 
HYPOTHESIS 3 
Student make use of reference sources available in the school 
library. 
It is clear from the survey that students make use of the 
reference sources available in the school library. Table 10 
Hypothesis is proved true. 
HYPOTHESIS 4 
Maximum user are not satisfied with the library collection. 
It is clear from the survey that maximum student are not 
satisfied with the collection of the school library. Table 6. 
Hypothesis is proved true. 
HYPOTHESIS 5 
Most of the user don't take help of the library staff for 
choosing books and other material. 
It is clear from the survey that majority of the student don't 
take help of the library staff for choosing books and other material. 
Table 5. 
So this hypothesis is proved. 
Suggestions 
1. There should be more library periods in a week or the 
duration of the period should be increased so as to fulfill the 
need of the students. 
2. Collection of library should be increased, which includes text 
book of different authors, general magazines and other related 
material. 
3. The librarian should take more interest in the library. And 
allow open access to available material. 
4. There should be a library committee in school to take library 
related decision^ make library policies and implement them. 
5. The librarian should play a proactive role in encouraging the 
use of the school library and inculcate reading habits among 
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EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS FROM A SCHOOL 
LIBRARY -.STUDY OF STUDENT S PERSPECTIVE 
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
(1) a) Name 
b) Class 




d) More than thrice 
(3) Purpose of Visit? 
a) To read newspaper and magazines. 
b) To read books. 
c) To get the books issued or returned. 
d) Any other purpose. 
(4) Do you choose to issue books in your library? 
a) By Self 
b) By the help of the library 
(5) Do you use your school library other than library period? 
a) Yes 
b) No 
(6) Do you think that one or two library period a week is sufficient for, 
meeting out your reading requirement? 
a) Yes 
b) No 
(6.1) If No, how much time per week will be sufficient for meeting your 
reading requirements for consulting the literature in the library? 
a. 1-2 hours per week 
b. 2-3 hours per week 
c. 3-4 hours per week 
d. More than 4 hours per week 
(7) Do you think that collection of your school library is adequate enough to 
meet out your literature requirements? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
(7.1) If No, please give your suggestions for improvement to be made in 
your school library collection? 
(8) Do you think that school library should also have a section for light 
reading such as fiction, drama , poetry, general awareness etc? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
(8.1) If yes whether your library has material for light reading? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
(8.2) If yes, please mention at least 3 books of light reading which your 




(9) Do you think that a school library should also subscribe the general 
magazines besides the magazines needed for competitive examinations? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
(9.1) If yes, please name at least three magazines which according to you are 













(11) Do you use any of the reference sources mentioned above? 
a. Yes 
b.No 
(12) In general how do you find the usefulness of services provided to you 




(13) Please mention your suggestion for the improvement of services 
nrovided bv the librarv? p y y
THANK YOU 
YAMIMA ZAMAN 
